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Wales attended the ceremony in the Friedenskirche; he
himself had been through a similar ordeal in St. George's
Chapel, and the Prince Consort in the Giants Hall at
Coburg, and the Coburg use for the confirmation of
royal princes was a formidable rite. The candidate was
stationed by himself on a dais, in front of two rows of
chairs where sat the Emperor and Empress and the Royal
Family of Prussia, and for half an hour, as if on a theological
rack, he answered without faltering, in a loud, steady
voice, the forty conundrums put to him by the Court
chaplain, who gave three long addresses. His younger
brothers and sisters, whether from sympathy with
William or from sheer fatigue at the appalling length of
the ceremony, cried the whole time.1

The Crown Princess much distrusted the Emperor's
notions as to William's education: she told her mother
that his influence was very hurtful. But evidently on
one point he had not been able to enforce it, for two
days after this ceremony William and Henry were sent
off to the Grammar School at Cassel, where they remained
for two years and a half. So democratic a course was
quite unprecedented in the education of Prussian princes;
that the heir to the throne, as William put it, f should
be placed on the school-bench, thereby rendering him
defenceless to the world's criticism,' had produced
violent opposition in the family and Court circles.
Hinzpeter, the Prince's tutor, had hatched this revolu-
tionary idea, the Crown Princess had backed him up and
they carried it through. William himself, when he was
told what was to be done with him, disliked the idea
as much as anybody, and in his memoirs of his early
life he stated the quality of his objections with the most

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, p. 135.